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Celtrino participates in European electronic
invoicing project
POOL-TSPs is a 12-month project to support an
increase in the uptake of electronic invoicing (einvoicing) across Europe.
The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) has partfunded the project to enable 10 e-invoicing providers
to upgrade their solutions, so their customers can
readily comply with the European Standard (EN) on
e-invoicing, Directive 2014/55/EU
The Directive calls for the definition of a common
European standard on e-invoicing. According to
Billentis, the volume of European invoices sent
electronically in 2019 is expected to increase by
about 55% from 2018, due to the Directive.

The project is partfunded by the
Connecting Europe
Facility (CEF), which
is implemented by
the Innovation and
Networks Executive
Agency (INEA). The
project is led and
managed by the LMT
Group, in
collaboration with the
University of
Valencia.

Celtrino Managing Director Ken Halpin states that: "By availing of CEF
funding, we are on hand to ensure our customers comply with the
European e-invoicing standard, by providing a scalable and interoperable
e-invoicing platform. Participating in the POOL-TSP project enhances our
position as a leading European digital trading solutions provider."
The POOL-TSP project is set to be completed on the 30th June 2019.
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What is Directive 2014/55/EU?
The European Parliament and Council
voted on the 16th of April 2014 to
implement the Directive, which calls for
the definition of a common European
standard (EN) on e-invoicing.
On a technical level, this includes the
semantics of the essential information
contained in the invoice, as well as a list
of syntaxes (format/language) used for
the transmission of the invoice - UBL 2.1
Invoice message and the UN/CEFACT
Cross Industry Invoice (CII) message.
The EN ensures that all European public
sector buyers and suppliers can receive
and send e-invoices across Europe using
a single format. As a result they do not
need to adjust their sending practices to
connect with different trading partners.
Since, April 2019 the adoption of the
Directive has been mandatory for
European public sector buyers (although
for sub-central government agencies,
individual member states have had the
option to extend the deadline until April
2020). It is not yet a requirement for
suppliers, however there is a push to

mandate it in the near future. The
Directive has significant benefits for
suppliers and business, as outlined by
the European e-invoicing service
providers association (EESPA).
The cost of processing a paper
invoice can be up to €13 to the
supplier. (EESPA)
Depending on the level of
automation, the net benefits
can be savings of between €4
- 12 per invoice (EESPA)
There are over 150,000 eInvoice receiving organisations
connected across 20 Euro
countries, plus Singapore,
Canada, USA. (DIGIT)
Adoption rates of up to 25%
can be expected within 3
years across Europe (Office of
Government Procurement)
(4)

Ireland, the UK, Spain, France, and the DACH
region show a predicted e-invoicing market
adoption rate of 20-40% for 2019

The Nordics, Belgium and Italy post the highest
predicted adoption rate of over 40%

Most Eastern European countries show a
rate of less than 20%
Source: Billentis E-Invoicing International Market Overview & Forecast
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How Celtrino are Complying with
the Directive
To comply with the specifications of the
Project, Celtrino - and each of the other
providers - follows its own ‘project
plan’.
Celtrino is mandated to conduct
stringent testing and validation of its
solution, to ensure that it seamlessly
enables the use of both syntaxes and
accounts for pan European
interoperability.
As a result customers are guaranteed a
fully efficient and operational einvoicing solution that is developed to
maximize the benefit of e-invoicing.

Ireland has a
predicted e-invoicing
market adoption rate
of 20-40% for 2019
Celtrino are Irish born and bred,
with a 30 year history of delivering
business solutions.
As part of the POOL-TSP project,
Celtrino also have an obligation to
promote, and raise awareness of,
e-invoicing throughout Ireland. At
present, according to CEF Digital,
in excess of 4 million invoices
are processed by the Irish Public
Sector each year. An estimated
90% of these are paper invoices.
Ireland has a predicted e-invoicing
market adoption rate of 20-40% for
2019 - which is the European
average (Billentis).
(6)

“The projections for e-Invoicing adoption in Ireland for 2019 look promising,
however Celtrino are striving to ensure Ireland quickly moves into the top
bracket of European countries for e-invoicing adoption. This will ensure
more competitiveness in global markets - and Celtrino customers have a
large part to play in this.
“The benefits of e-invoicing are endless. The Directive makes it easier for
our customers to connect with overseas businesses. Going paperless
allows them to generate large-scale savings in costs and resources. As
well as that, they can contribute to overall savings in the public sector, and
play a substantial role in a high profile EU initiative. And there is very little
effort required on their part to make the transition. We are on hand to guide
them through the whole set-up and implementation process.”

Ken Halpin Managing
Director,
Celtrino
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The Benefits of e-invoicing
The benefits of implementing the Directive across Europe are significant at a
number of levels.
It is a key pillar in creating a digital single market across the EU and delivers
significant competitive gains for the EU.
Standardization contributes to the removal of technical barriers to trade and
increases market access and international trade.
It makes it more attractive for economic operators (especially SMEs) to
become active as suppliers to the public sector
For public bodies that are mandated to comply with the Directive, they no
longer need to purchase a wide range of software licenses or to integrate
different tools to communicate with different trading partners. Suppliers in turn
can negotiate electronically with any buyer in the EU public sector.

Many users have
been able to
reduce invoice
processing costs
by 50-75%, with a
return on
investment of over
60% per annumm

The cost of processing a paper invoice is
estimated at up to €17 per invoice to the
buyer, and €13 to the supplier.

Savings through e-invoicing can range from
€4 to €12 per invoice. An estimated €920
million in savings has already been recorded
over the last three years through e-invoicing.

Source: The European E-invoicing Service Providers Association
(EESPA)
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Fig 1 - Summary of Benefits

The European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial
Transactions) (S.I. No. 580 of 2012) provide an automatic entitlement
to interest and compensation if payment for commercial transactions is
late.
Under this legislation, Government Departments and public sector
bodies pay interest and compensation on invoices processed outside a
30 day timeframe.
The e-invoicing initiative will speed up processing time and reduce the
amount payable in prompt payment interest and compensation.
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About Celtrino
Celtrino have been at the heart of electronic trading for 30
years.
Celtrino is headquartered in Dublin. We support local and global
business of all sizes to trade nationally and globally.
We specialise in connectivity, and we power over €5bn
electronic transactions every year for clients such as Unilever,
Uniphar and the HSE.
Celtrino have been selected by the Connecting Europe Facility
(CEF) to upgrade its digital services infrastructure to support the
exchange and processing of the EU directive 2014/55/EU.

The sole responsibility of this publication lies with the author. The European
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